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Vacation Bible School








MUSIC NOTES







Join us at John Calvin for games, stories, arts & crafts, music, and LOTS of FUN!                     

  


July 20-24, 2015        
  9 am – 12 noon 


Child’s name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________Zip: ________________

Home Phone: ___________________________ Cell: _______________________________

Work Phone: _________________________________________________________________

Age: _______________Grade just completed: __________________________________

Parents’/guardians’ names: ________________________________________________
Emergency name: _____________________Relation to child: __________________

Emergency Phone: __________________________________________________________

Who has permission to pick your child up from VBS?___________________

________________________________________________________________

Known allergies or other medical concerns: _____________________________ 

I am a member of ___________________________________________Church.

Cost: $20 JCPC Members


$30 Non-Members

Parent’s Signature __________________________________________________________
You may register at the following websites:   www.johncalvinchurch.org   OR   https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/JCPCKids
___________________________________________________________________________________
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A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering can be retained by individual congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of young people within their own community. The remaining 60% is used to support ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency:                                               Young Adult Volunteers
         Ministries for Youth         Children-at-Risk
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My name is Sharon Kirk. I’m originally from Conowingo, MD and moved to Metairie at the age of 10.  God has given me many wonderful gifts in my life, but my greatest gift (besides my salvation of course), is my son Richard. He is twenty-four years old and is finishing his certification for Physical Therapy.
I have over twenty years experience in administration serving as a Federal Government Contractor and two years serving as a church secretary for Metairie Baptist Church. Feeling God’s call to service in the administrative area, He has been preparing me to utilize my skills and expertise for the benefit of His church. This expertise allows me to take the administrative load off the Pastor and ministerial staff so that they can be more effective in their own areas of ministry.
The name “Kirk” is Scottish for Church.  I feel very blessed to serve Him through John Calvin Presbyterian Church.
One of my many favorite verses, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen”  - 1 Peter 4:10-11



We are WILD about learning through PLAY at John Calvin Presbyterian Playschool.  Thank you again for your help and support of our biggest fundraiser, our Art & Fun Festival!!

A  couple  important  Playschool  dates  to  note:

May 15- barn hill preserve animal presentation

May 18,19,20 - playschool graduations

We are currently registering for next school year and for our four weeks of summer camp.  If you know of any young families that might be interested, please send them our way.  The number for the Playschool office is 888-1378.
___________________________________________
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You are cordially invited  to a


Luncheon honoring


Dianne Boan


For Fifteen Years


 of Service


as 


Church Office


Administrator


Sunday, May 17 immediately following    the 10:30 worship service.
































Living a Life Filled With Thankfulness








The past 15 ½ years you have entrusted me with an amazing ministry that helped me grow in my faith and to share faith, hope and love to all whose paths I have crossed while aiding in the expansion of the Kingdom of God. 





Church Administration is a ministry centered on people and a gift from God. This requires faith in God, sensitivity, integrity, timing, administrative skills, listening skills and resourcefulness.





Thank you for allowing me to experience the sheer joy of this ministry. Now allowing me the opportunity of completing this journey that I hope will open another door for me to do God’s work.





Please join me in welcoming Sharon Kirk as your new Church Secretary. I know you will give her the love and support I have received.





In Christ’s Service,





Dianne Boan


Certified Office Administrator 


























Pastor’s Pen





Recently Ray Jones, the Presbyterian Mission Agency coordinator for evangelism, shared some thoughts about evangelism that I want to pass on to you and encourage you to think about and act on. 





Evangelism is the sharing of the Good News.  But before the faith can be good news to others, it must be good news to us.  He points to the words of 1 Peter 3:15, “always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope you have”.  But do this with gentleness and respect.   


		


The hope we have for the fullest life possible is Jesus. Through Jesus we know that nothing not even death can separate us from the love of God.  As we grow in Jesus life, love and grace, we share our lives with other people who begin to see that hope is possible in situations they believed were hopeless.  People experience the power of forgiveness and the freedom of a redeemed life.  





Even though evangelism is sharing good news, it has become a dirty word for many.  For too long it has been narrowly defined, leading to misguided efforts.  Sharing faith with people we do not know, in ways that disregard their personal stories, has turned off many.  The emphasis on saving souls without any real concern for people’s physical and emotional well-being has given evangelism a black eye.





Evangelism must be relational and respectful.  When we are living and sharing the peculiar life of Jesus, our neighbors will desire to know more about this life free from debilitating judgments.  (There will be time later to speak humbly about wrongs that need to righted.)   They will be curious about what reconciliation in the midst of brokenness looks like.  They will want to know more about a community that serves the marginalized and sees worth in every person.  





It is through relationship with family, neighbors and the people we meet along the way that we have the opportunity to share our faith and the difference Jesus makes in our lives.  We need to live each day aware of the people around us who are like sheep without a shepherd.  They have little clue that a loving God desires them and has a plan for their lives.  When we are serving others, we have the opportunity to share the life changing love of God. 


	


There is no formula for evangelism.  But we can be more effective by following these spiritual practices:  Engage your Spheres of influence.  Become more aware of the people in your life.  Where do you spend your time?  Engage the people in your neighborhood, sports league, coffee shop, bar, or other favorite hangout.  Pray.  It’s critical to pray for the people in your life.  Be sensitive.  Have an open heart to the people God is bringing into your lives.  Listen.  Listen to the stories of others.  Pay especially close attention to the longings of their heart.  Connect.  Make a point to participate in neighborhood gatherings and community celebrations. Make more of an effort to invite people into  your home for a meal.  Share.  Be open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit to share the good news     of what has changed your life. 





						In Christ’s Service		 





						Rev. Harry Brown
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S ANNUAL BIRTHDAY OFFERING








The Presbyterian Women's Birthday Offering for 2015 celebrates their history of mission giving.  They have a long tradition of caring for the needs of women and children around the world.  This year they have chosen two groups.  Both groups minister to women and children affected by poverty and violence.





The first project is the community of St. Therese of Lisieux.  It is a two year residential community in Memphis, Tennessee.  It addresses the needs of women after surviving prostitution, human trafficking and addiction.  The project, Breaking Free, provides food, shelter, clothing and education in order for the women to transition to independence.  Your gift will improve the lives of the increased number of women the program will serve.





The second project is the Bethesda Christian Community Center.  It is a project of the Oxford Presbyterian Church in Ohio and its sister church in Barranquilla, Columbia. This project works to improve the lives of displaced and abused women and children who live in the impoverished neighborhood of El Por Fin in Barranquilla. Your gift offering will help the Columbian church build a new community center to replace the inadequate structure that they currently use. Their mission is to promote social change in the lives of women and children fleeing brutality related to the drug trade.





We ask for your prayerful consideration in making a donation.   The grant amounts to these programs depend on the monies received.  The goal is $500,000. Special envelopes will be provided in the bulletin on May 10, 2015.  Please make checks payable to John Calvin Presbyterian Church and write Birthday Offering on the memo line.  








Here's the sales pitch:  JOIN THE CHOIR (or orchestra).  Why?  The music program at John Calvin Presbyterian Church offers some of the finest music you could ever wish for!  It might be a major work like "The Messiah," or settings of great hymns like "It Is Well with My Soul."  It might be an organ setting of "The King of Love My Shepherd Is," or Bach's great "Toccata in D Minor."  It includes great hymns like "Our God Our Help in Ages Past" or modern praise/worship pieces like "What a Mighty God We Serve."  It includes several concerts a year with players from the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra (they love our lunches);  events like the Gathering of Choirs in October; Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols; monthly birthday celebrations (yes, we love to eat).  


 


It's only twice a week for singers (Wednesdays at 7:15 and Sundays at 10:00); and once a week for instruments (Sundays at 10:00).  Yes, we accept professionally trained singers and players but also "ordinary" people who just like to sing or play.  We welcome high school students and retirees. And we supply the Choir Robes! 


 


We have a great church (and a great God).  Join us in serving both.  Just come and pick up a book in the Choir Room (ask).


 


SOLI DEO GLORIA 


William R. Memmott





Sunday School Teacher Recognition 2014-15 


Please join us Sunday May 17 as we give thanks to our numerous Sunday School Teachers during the 10:30 worship service. Everyone is invited to join the CE Committee in celebrating the closing of another successful Sunday School Year with a celebration immediately following worship. Bring your swimsuit and a towel for water activities and lots of FUN!





MAY BIRTHDAYS


2  Kit Melchert


6  Dianne Boan


12  David Russo


14  George Cowand


17  Mel Fourmaux


20  Laura Thomas


29  Don Melchert


31  Arnold Zea


31  Bob Wooderson
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Now is a great time to begin thinking about spring cleaning and we can help with the items you no longer need.  The Youth Annual Yard Sale will be held June 5 and 6. We will begin receiving items on Thursday, May 21. Please bring items to the Fellowship Hall during the hours of 9AM –3PM Mon –Friday.





YARD SALE �JUNE 5 & 6
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The annual Pentecost Offering will be received on Sunday, May 24





Welcome new 


Church


Secretary,


Sharon Kirk
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