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John Calvin Presbyterian Church





CALVIN COMMENTARY 





Reggie McNeal suggests that the church today needs to shift its thinking.  He suggests that we need to stop thinking of ourselves as a destination and start thinking of ourselves as a connector.  This is part of what we are trying to do in Mission Redefinition.  The image McNeal uses to illustrate the need for this change is an airport.  Airports at times get confused about what they are for and whom they are for.  They think that if there are a bunch of planes on the ground close to gates and the concourses are full of people they are doing an excellent job.  But when this happens a bunch of people are frustrated because they are not getting where they want to go.  They are stuck at the airport and no matter how nice the airport is they are still not where they need or want to be.  We’re painfully reminded of this anytime we’re caught at the airport.  


	Likewise when the church thinks of itself as a destination rather than a connector it is confusing what people want and need.  As churches we get caught up in thinking that if there are all kinds of people hanging around working on various things that we’re doing a great job.  But in truth when this is the case, the church is really keeping people from where they want or need to go. Where people need and want to go is life.  Not surprisingly this is exactly what Jesus promised.  He didn’t say I have come to give you church and to give it to you abundantly. He said I have come to give you life and give it to you abundantly.  


	Abundant life is lived out with loved ones, friends, and acquaintances in the marketplace, in the home, in the neighborhood, in the world.   This is the mission field to which we are sent as believers.  The church is not where we live out our faith; we live out our faith in the world.  Abundant life comes to us in the midst of sharing relationship and living together with people in the midst of the struggles of life.  Abundant life comes as we recognize the presence of the risen Christ in the stranger.  Abundant life comes in a discussion of faith that not only prompts us think but leads to changed lives.  Abundant life comes in the discovery that we can open ourselves to people and love them and nurture them even when they are not likeable.  


	The role of the church is not to be a destination it is be a connector that equips people for and gets them to the mission field.  In this model the church brings people in and equips them for service in the world.  In this context the task of the church is to enable us to tell our faith story so that we are comfortable talking about faith and sharing what God is doing in our lives with the people we encounter in the course of our lives.  The purpose of worship is not just to praise God but to be built up through fellowship of God’s people such that we enthusiastically go out and engage the world as God’s disciples.  The purpose of Bible Study is not simply to be there and to see friends but to engage in the discernment of God’s will that we might live out God’s will in our relationships with those around us.  It is as we come to see ourselves as a connector that equips people for the mission to which Christ calls them that we will grow into the abundant life God intends.  				


							In Christ’s Service


							Rev. Harry Brown
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MISSION REDEFINITION UPDATE!





The Mission Redefinition Thought Gathering Meetings originally planned for late July has been slightly delayed to August 16 and 23 at 10:00am in the JCPC Fellowship Hall.  


In June we revealed the results of the voting for main areas of Mission Redefinition focus:


Mission Central


Make JCPC “Mission Central” for the community – A central location for helping individuals and families in crisis.  This includes support for the homeless project at First Presbyterian in New Orleans, collecting and distributing donated items for specific needs, and organizing people of the church as well as the community interested in local mission activities.  


(Planning and limited activity in 2014, with the intention of full implementation within 3 years)


Pastoral Team


Foster a pastoral team to provide nurture and care for our JCPC members in crisis.  Develop mechanisms to provide meals, visitation (to home and hospital), communion, etc. to members within the congregation.  Nurture to our needs so that we are able to reach out to others.  


(Team development in 2014, processes in place for ongoing support within 3 years)


The next step is a thought gathering meeting for each of these ideas to find out what exactly we were thinking when  we voted for these items and determine where we will put our efforts.





The Presbyterian Women appreciates all the donation of school supplies. 


Check donations are being accepted to help defray the cost of supplies purchased. Mark “school supplies in the memo line.





Your support is greatly appreciated!
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PROJECT HOPE 


Clothing for the homeless continues to be needed. Please drop off donations to the church office.





JCPC FOOD PANTRY


Thank you to everyone for your donations of food and toiletries for the homeless and needy families.


Vegetables, fruits, meats, pasta and sauces are always needed. 





Back by Popular Demand


August 3-31


Adult Sunday School


“THE ROBE”


9:15-10:15am 








CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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JCPC Welcomes Laurie Robinson, Christian Education Director





■ After several weeks of thorough and prayerful discernment, and interviews, the Session accepted a unanimous motion from the Search Committee to hire Laurie Robinson as our new Christian Education Director! Laurie joyfully accepted, after having shared her passion and experience for children, youth, young adult and family ministry. Laurie brings firsthand experience to the position as she serves on the CE Committee as Children’s Ministry Elder. 


The Session is delighted to receive Laurie as a skilled, experienced, passionate Christian – we simply cannot wait to see the amazing things God has in store by way of bringing Laurie to us, and leading us as we seek to grow our Church in every way.  We give Christ our Lord the thanks and praise and continue to dedicate every aspect of our congregation to God’s service and will.


      Laurie graduated from Southern Methodist University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Art History and English.  She came to John Calvin through the Playschool when her daughter, Portia, attended the Pre-K 4 program.  She and Portia have been members of John Calvin since 2008.  Laurie has served on Session since 2009, primarily as the Children’s Ministry elder, and spent one year as the Playschool Committee Chair. She has also served as the Coordinator of the Parents’ Morning Out Program.  


      To ensure that JCPC provide for children the tools they will need to increasingly identify themselves as children of God and to be in ministry as Christians both now and throughout their lifetime journeys, you are needed.  Sept 7 is the kickoff for Sunday School. If possible, when Laurie calls you to volunteer in the CE program, say yes!!








	











� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.growproclaimserve.com/images/custom/1585/free-leader-resources.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Welcome Laurie!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS





The Christian Education Committee is very excited about the upcoming Sunday School year! We are continuing with the Grow, Proclaim, Serve curriculum which all teachers and students have embraced. We are continuing to grow our faith by leaps and bounds.


This year’s theme, by the way, is GROWTH. When we proclaim God’s word, we    feel compelled to serve and from there, we can only grow. Stay tuned for upcoming announcements, both in worship and via email, regarding our Sunday School kick off on September 7.


 	_______________________________________________________________________________________


ANNOUNCEMENTS:


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/s/st/stork2aw.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Congratulations…


Collin and Lauren Guidry are the proud parents of Bailey Rachel and Cameron Christopher. The twins were born June 2, 2014. The proud grand-parents are Nancy Davis and Richard Ashmore.
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AUGUST SERVING SCHEDULE

















Children’s Coloring Page


The butterfly, one of God’s beautiful creations.















