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all their toil 
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EVERYONE SHOULD EAT 

AND DRINK  AND ENJOY   

THE GOODS OF ALL THEIR           

LABOR, FOR THESE ARE 

GIFTS FROM GOD. 

Ecclesiastes 3:13 

 

 



From The Study Window 

 

In an Alban Institute article, Dominique Gillard suggests that, “In an age of nonstop media that exposes 

us as never before to the world’s pain and brokenness, lamentation is an essential and even revolutionary act, 

one that the church needs desperately to reclaim. Scripture suggests that lamentation is a liturgical act that  

reorients and transforms us. Lamentation is uncensored communion with God.  It is worship where we learn     

to be honest, intimate and humble before God. Lamentation is both an acknowledgment that things are not as 

they should be and an anguished wail, beckoning the Lord to intervene with righteousness and justice. 

Gillard suggests that we are bombarded by an unprecedented, unceasing stream of media that                  

exposes us to the world’s pain and brokenness as never before. Before we truly grieve one tragedy, another 

occurs and we move on before we can process what has occurred. Lamentation, however, forces us to slow 

down. In the midst of daily tragedy, lamentation requires us to stay engaged after the cameras and publicity 

move on. It summons us to immerse ourselves in the pain and despair of the world, of our communities, of our 

own sinfulness. 

We need to lament because, paradoxically, often the best way to cure pain is to engage it. Lamentation 

prevents us from becoming numb and apathetic to the pain of our world and those around us. Lamentation 

opens our eyes to the injustice and oppression we had not even noticed. To live without lament is to live an  

unexamined life. 

Lamentation requires four steps: remembrance, reflection, confession and repentance. 

The first step, always, is to remember. God repeatedly instructed Israel to remember that they were 

once slaves, foreigners and exiles. This remembrance is to shape their life as God’s people and is the linchpin 

of their faithfulness. When Israel forgot, they turned from God, became self-centered, practiced idolatry and 

enacted injustice.  

A faith devoid of lamentation aborts history and forsakes remembrance. This is the predicament we find 

ourselves in today. One of the primary failures of modern Christianity is its historical nature. History summons 

us as Christians to confess, lament and repent of our role in and apathy toward our nation’s record of injustice 

and exploitation. From the days of Pharaoh and Caesar right down to today, history and Scripture reveal that 

oppression is always institutionalized and structural. The sinful manifestations of a hardened heart have never 

been confined to interpersonal interactions. Too often, the hardened heart of an entire people is expressed  

collectively through institutions, organizations, governments -- and even the church. 

Institutional injustice is part of our nation’s history. As a church, we have failed to confess and lament 

this reality. Too often, we have conformed to the pattern of this world and have not been transformed by the 

renewing of our minds. Consequently, we have become as prone as anyone else to engage in segregation, 

discrimination and oppression. The injustices of racism, sexism, classism, mass incarceration and militarism 

are all consequences of our failure to live in remembrance and lamentation. 

History, however, roots us in humility; remembrance compels us to lament. In lamentation, we     

acknowledge that sin has distorted our relationship with God, our neighbors and creation. Lament beckons us 

to discern how we can recalibrate our relating in light of the gospel. When faithfully engaged and authentically  

enacted, lamentation keeps us accountable to our baptismal vows. It reminds us of our need for God, one    

another and the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Lamentation is a form of centering prayer that shapes our discipleship 

and mission; it illuminates blind spots in our lives and ministry, helping us to make our discipleship faithful and 

effective.” 

 

In Christ’s Service 

Rev. Harry Brown 



By: William R. Memmott, Organist/Choir Master  
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FROM THE MUSIC CORNER 

Finishing up vacation time, I thank Julie Etland and the soloists for 
their expert and uplifting presentations. Surely you have been an   
inspiration to everyone. 

My vacation was very special as I not only visited my brother and 
family, but retraced my earlier years in northern New Jersey and  
New York City, playing many of the organs of my "youth" and       
seeing churches that have grown (a few have closed). I have       
been refreshed by these memories and inspired to build on their    
impact. Those were good years. 

Again from my "youth."  My great organ teacher was the late Dr. 
Charlotte Garden of the Sacred Music School at Union Seminary 
in New York. I visited her church, Cresecnt Avenue Presbyterian in 
Plainfield, New Jersey, where I took lessons on the massive four 
manual pipe organ. In her "youth" she studied with the composer/
organist Charles Marie Widor (vee-door) in Paris. Over the next few 
months I will be playing selections from his ten organ symphonies 
which I studied under Dr. Garden. 

Soon (Wednesday, September 6 at 7:15 pm) the choir will begin its 
Fall season, not only preparing anthems and special materials     
leading up to Christmas but also working on my new cantata for     
the Christmas Concert. The Christmas Suite (which includes several 
canticles from Luke’s Nativity narrative). 

We extend our invitation again to new singers to join us, and instru-
mentalists (young and more mature players). Instrumentalists will 
meet on Sundays at 10:00 a,m. 

 

SOLI DEO GLORIA 

 

 

 



By: Julie R. Hebert/Christian Education Leader 

THE YOUTH CORNER  

August 26
th
 we had a youth event at Surge Trampoline Park. This was a fun event for the 

children to enjoy time with their church group. We had 11 children attend this event. 

 



UPCOMING YOUTH CORNER EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 10TH 
 Kick Off Continental Breakfast 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are WILD about learning through PLAY at John Calvin Presbyterian 

Playschool.  We are eagerly preparing for our students’ first day of 

school on Wednesday, September 6.  We have a great group of kids    

and families this year which we are really excited about!  Thank you in 

advance for your support of our fundraisers this year. 

 

Our first fundraiser will be Save Around Coupon Books, but this will only 

run for a little over a week from September 7-September 19.  Books are 

$25 and we are sure you will find coupons in there to make back more 

than your money spent on the book!  Coupons are good through December 

of 2018 and these books make great presents for family members and 

friends!    

Family Fun Night will take place Friday, September 22 from 6-8 in the 

Fellowship Hall.  We are doing a disney theme and tickets will be sold   

after worship in the coming weeks.  Presale tickets will cost $8/ adult 

and $4/child.   
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  Moore, Jeremy 

Calvin, Carolyn 

Fortin, Mike 

Hebert, Caleb Paul 

Laporte  III, John 

Joly, Marye Jane 

Cardinale, Nathan 

Frank, Cathy 

Magri, David 

Rogers, Jean 

Thomas, Raju 

Palermo, Paula 

1-Sep 

2-Sep 

2-Sep 

3-Sep 

3-Sep 

5-Sep 

7-Sep 

7-Sep 

9-Sep 

11-Sep 

13-Sep 

14-Sep 

Cranfill, Sandy 

Lybrand, Eloyease 

Magri, Marissa 

Robinson, Laurie 

Brown, James 

Isham, Ryan 

Mullins, Pauline 

Boudreaux, Connor ~ 

Schwing, Kate Marie 

Asher, Mary 

Etland, Ethan 

15-Sep 

16-Sep 

17-Sep 

20-Sep 

22-Sep 

22-Sep 

24-Sep 

26-Sep 

27-Sep 

28-Sep 

28-Sep 

BIRTHDAYS 



 
2nd:  P/S Wrap & Cookie Fundraiser Begins    

   > Worship CM @ 5:30 (CR) 

3rd:  PW Council Mtg @ 10a (Lbry)  

5th:  Unity Build Begins        

   >P/S Individual School Pictures       

       >PW                    @ 10:00a (Lbry) 

6th:  >P/S Flue Shots / 11:45-12:45p 

7th:   YG—Providing Unity Build Lunches  

8th:  C/E CM after Worship                      

9th:  Columbus Day                                                                                                     

   >P/S CM @ noon        

   >Outreach CM @ 6:30p (Lbry)   

10th:  Lydia Circle @ 7:00p  (Lbry)      

   > Resource Mtg @ 7:00p (CR)    

11th:  P/S Cane’s Night Fundraiser on Vets (12-9) 

13th:  P/S Wrap & Cookie Fundraiser Ends   

16th:  Session Mtg @ 7:00p (Lbry)    

17th:  Grace Circle @ 9:30a (Lbry) 

19th:  PW                    @ 10:00a (Lbry)  

20th:  P/S Trunk or Treat Rain Day: 27th 

26th:   P/S Parent’s Night 

27th:  YG—Christian Concert: Meet @ 5:30p (Church) 

  

 

 

3rd:  * Worship CM between services  

4th:  Labor Day–Church Office Closed 

6th:  Wed Night Choir Prac Resumes @ 7:15p 

6th-7th: P/S Back-to-School Coffee @ 9:30-11:30 (FH)  

7th:   PW                            @ 10:00a (Lbry) 

10th:  Sunday School Kick-Off         

    & Teacher Dedication                                                                                                 

11th:  P/S CM @ noon           

   >Outreach CM @ 6:30p (Lbry)     

12th:  PW Council Mtg @ 10a (Lbry)      

   > Lydia Circle @ 7:00p  (Lbry)      

   > Resource Mtg @ 7:00p (CR)    

14th:  Tablecloth Dinner @  

17th:  C/E CM after Worship   

18th:  P/S 3’s Bible-Time Starts        

   >Session Mtg @ 7:00p (Lbry)      

19th:  Grace Circle @ 9:30a (Lbry)      

20th:  P/S 4’s Bible-Time Starts         

21st:  PW                           @ 10:00a (Lbry)                              

        >P/S Fmly Fun Night Set-Up (FH)) 

22nd:                                    

          >P/S Fmly Fun Night  (FH)) 

24th:  YG Event—TBA 

 

 

 

 

Note:  * Committee Mtg. time changes may not be  

      reflected, above times are based on a reoccurring  

      schedule only.  

Note:  * Committee Mtg. time changes may not be  

      reflected, above times are based on a reoccurring  

      schedule only.  




