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“AND WHATEVER YOU DO, IN WORD OR 
DEED, DO EVERYTHING IN THE NAME OF 

THE LORD JESUS, GIVING THANKS TO 
GOD THE FATHER THROUGH HIM. 

              COLOSSIANS 3:17 



 

A Matter of the Heart 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” Luke 12:34 
 

 Money and our attitude toward possessions are, at root, a spiritual issue.  The ways we use money 
reveal our ultimate values and allegiances.  Jesus put it very succinctly, you can’t serve both God and 
money.  In short, our faith needs to shape and reshape what psychologists sometimes call “our world 
view”.  Our world view is a set of fundamental beliefs that determine our values, actions, and deci-
sions.  Our world view determines everything from our generosity to our sexual morals, and political 
persuasions.   
 
 Mike Slaughter, in his book Money Matters, points out that the most prevalent world view among 
church attendees is soft secular.  People with a soft secular world view believe in God, but they place 
their trust in and draw their values from secular culture.  They profess faith in Christ, but trust their 
abilities, financial resources, and material possessions to provide meaning and security rather than 
trusting God’s promise to provide.  It is difficult for soft secular people to make significant time or finan-
cial commitments to the church. They believe in God, but God is not their first priority.  They live com-
fortably in two spheres, the sacred and the secular, but when pressed for time their default almost al-
ways goes to the secular.  They bring Jesus into their world view instead of being converted into His.   
 
 Many, especially in my generation, have been taught to believe you can have it all.  We are a gen-
eration of conspicuous consumption.  We were the hippies of the sixties and seventies and the yup-
pies of the eighties.  In an age of diminishing resources, we drove massive SUV’s and trucks that were 
designed for the rigors of mountain terrain even though we never went off road.  We’ve bought things 
we couldn’t afford and created debt encumbered lifestyles.  In the process, we’ve raised kids who are 
focused on individual experience who think it’s true if it works for me.   
 
 Jesus addresses such world views in the story of a wealthy entrepreneur who seeks meaning from 
money.  A rich man had a fertile farm that produces fine crops.  He said to himself, “what shall I do? I 
have no place to store my crops.”  Then he said, “this is what I’ll do.  I’ll tear down my barns and build 
bigger ones and there I will store my surplus grain and I’ll say to myself you have plenty of grain laid 
up for many years.  Take life easy, eat, drink, and be merry.”  (Luke 12:16-19)  
 
 You know what happened next.  The man turned around and died.  He missed life which is what 
happens when we focus on money.  Life is found in our ability to make a lasting contribution to the re-
demptive work of God in the world.  The only thing that lives beyond us is what we do for others in Je-
sus’ name.  True abundance is found in the freedom that comes from contributing to the well-being of 
another human being.  Jesus put it this way, “it is more blessed to give than to receive”.  Giving is the 
ultimate expression of love for God and the means through which we discover meaning and purpose.  
We are never closer to God than when we are serving the needs of people.   
 
 
      In Christ’s Service, 
 
      Rev. Harry Brown  
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MUSIC CORNER 

  

"Because you don't ask!"  So I ask:  if you are a "lost" choir 

singer, please join (or rejoin) the JCPC Chancel Choir.  Don't think 

you are not missed.  Yes, we need you -- now!  Is that pushy 

enough? 

  

After a very successful Gathering of Choirs appearance (see 

https://www.facebook.com/julie.etland/videos/1279059618791773/), 

we now settle into preparing for the Christmas Concert -- Decem-

ber 11 -- the Christmas section from Handel's "Messiah."  Such 

beautiful music from the master of choral writing.  And with 

strings from the LPO, we will lift your hearts in joyful 

praise.  Join us! 

  

And on the road to concertizing, stop off for the Thanksgiving/

Hanging of the Greens celebration (pizza, decorations, Chrismons, 

singing, the choir).  Sunday afternoon, November 20 at 5:00 p.m. 

  

And all is... 

  

SOLI DEO GLORIA 

  

By: William R. Memmott 

https://www.facebook.com/julie.etland/videos/1279059618791773/




 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

 
The Presbyterian Women of John Calvin Presbyterian Church will again be filling Thanksgiving 

food baskets for the Second Harvest Food Bank to deliver to families in need. This project has 

been very successful in the past thanks to the participation of our Playschool families. We are 

asking for donation of any of the following non-perishable items: 

 

Canned Sweet Potatoes – Corn – Green Beans or Peas 

Canned Fruit 

Staples such as Flour and Sugar 

Pumpkin Pie Filling 

Cornbread Mix 

Evaporated or Condensed Milk 

Canned Cranberry Sauce 

Coffee – Tea – Cocoa Mix – Powdered Drink Mix 

and/or 

Cash Donations will help provide Turkeys and Hams 

 

Collection will begin on Sunday, October 30
th
 and will conclude on Tuesday, November 15

th
. 

Each classroom will have a basket at the door for these items. 

 

PARTICIPATION IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!! 



 

JOIN THE FUN! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAFÉ EAST 

4628 Rye Street, Metairie, LA 

 

Thursday, November 10, 2016 

6:30 PM Social            7:00 PM Dinner 

 

Buffet Style:  $ 27.00  per person 

Tax and Gratuity included 

 

 * Please sign-up in narthex and make checks payable to Sandy Cranfill 

(payment is required prior to the event, to guarantee seating) 

 

BUFFET MENU INCLUDES: 

Crab Rangoon 

General TSO’s Chicken 

Eggplant 

Cashew Chicken 

Broccoli Beef 

Sweet & Sour Chicken 

Shrimp with Broccoli 

Fried Rice 

White Rice 

Soft Drinks / Tea / Water 

 



Snippets  

From Presbyterian Women  

 

With the holidays approaching, Presbyterian women are 

again sponsoring the collection of funds and food for 

Thanksgiving baskets.  A list of suggested items can be 

found on the next page of this commentary and in the 

weekly bulletin.  Monetary gifts are also quite useful, for the 

purchase of meat.  Collection boxes will be placed in the 

narthex and Playschool rooms. 

Salvation Army Christmas Angels will soon be available for 

adoption.  A tree will be placed in the narthex.  Individuals 

or families may then “adopt” an angel, purchasing gifts for 

the child to receive. 

The women’s circles will next be looking at who Jesus is 

through the eyes of Luke.  Lydia Circle will meet at 7:00 PM 

on Nov. 8
th
.  Grace Circle will meet at 9:30 AM on Nov. 15

th
. 

November “Game Days” will be held on Thursday, the 3
rd

 

and 17
th,

 from 10-noon.  Join us, in the library, for fun and 

fellowship.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to bring 

a friend! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=presbyterian+lydia+circle+images&view=detailv2&&id=FDAC65B5D23F7407764EFFADA891CE381B1E6A03&selectedIndex=4&ccid=Vqsg%2fiMB&simid=608047347348014343&thid=OIP.M56ab20fe23014bd712a520e1e0c227feo0




THANK YOU! 
What a glorious 50th anniversary celebration it was, wasn’t it? 

The day of the celebration and all the following week the committee has     
received multiple thanks for all of their work.  It was a great committee,   
everyone working together and doing their part.  But as hard and as well as 
they worked, there are a slew of others who contributed as well. 

You may not have realized it, but the Session Committee’s all helped out as 
they could: 

 The Worship Committee let us mess up the schedule for the day and    
rose to the challenge of supporting our changes: running the      
slideshow; bringing in the former choir members; helping out to keep 
everything running smoothly before and during the service. 

 The Christian Education Committee brought several of the youth and  
children to help out at the workday, and then again the day before the  
celebration, to pick up trash around the church. 

 The Outreach-Congregational Life Committee put up all of the poster! 

 The Playschool Committee donated some wonderful goodies for the get 
together on Saturday evening. 

 And the Facilities Committee!! They responded to our every need all   
year long to fix up the church and get it ready for our visitors. 

We had that wonderful workday 2 weeks before the celebration with 30  
people showing up to help make everything beautiful inside and out! 

A great bunch of people brought appetizers to the Saturday evening activity, 
which turned out to be a tremendous success, especially for the people   
traveling from out of town. 

Finally, multiple members helped out on Sunday, greeting, making out  
nametags, refilling the coffee, helping folks find their way around, taking 
photographs, dealing with the sanctuary flowers, locking up the church after 
worship.  Special thanks to Mike Fortin who had to miss the service to take 
everything over to Chateau and have it ready when all of you arrived. 

Thank you to all of you for your part in the wonderful           
celebration.  It will be remembered with joy for many, many 
years. 



We are WILD about learning through PLAY at 

John Calvin Presbyterian Playschool.  We are 

wrapping up Halloween-themed activities and 

are looking forward to some cooler weather for 

our outside time.   

 

A  couple  important  Playschool  dates  to  note: 

  Nov. 1- no school 

  Nov. 9- chuck e. cheese fundraiser 

  Nov. 16- pk 4 pow-wow 

  Nov. 21-25- thanksgiving holidays 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

Prince, Ann 

Kirk, Sharon 

Mundell, Bradley 

Brown, Rev. Harry 

Russo, Caroline 

Haw, Buddy 

Palmisano, Cynthia 

11/2 

11/5 

11/7 

11/13 

11/16 

11/18 

11/24 

Hicks, Lorraine 

Laporte  Jr, John 

McLean, George 

Bush, Robin 

Moore, Ardis  

McHan, Lance 

Davis, Nancy 

11/4 

11/6 

11/12 

11/15 

11/17 

11/20 

11/26 



1st:   PW Fun & Games 10:00-noon (Lbry) 

4th: @10:30 Service       

   PW “Cookie Swap” 3:00-5:00p (Lbry)     

5th:  Worship CM @ 7:00p (CR)           

   $-P/S Atomic Burger Fundraiser                                                                 

6th:  PW Council CM @ 10:00 (Lbry)      

7th:  P/S Practice: “Angel/Angel”  

9th:  P/S Christmas Performance in Sanc.      

   P/S Movie Night 

10th:      Choir Dress Rehearsal w/ Orchestra @ 10:00 

11th:  10:30 Service only—Christmas Concert  

   Choir’s Luncheon            

   C/E CM after Worship  

12th:  P/S CM @ noon           

   Outreach CM @ 6:30p (Lbry)     

13th:  P/S “Angel/Angel in Sancturary      

   Lydia Circle Mtg @ 7:00p (Lbry)                                                                         

   Resource CM @ 7:00p (CR)   

15th:  PW Fun & Games 10:00-noon (Lbry) 

16th:   P/S Last Day 

19th:  Session Mtg @ 7:00p (Lbry) 

20th:  Grace Circle Mtg @ 9:30 (Lbry) 

24th:  Christmas Eve Services:         

   Family @ 5:00p / Traditional @ 7:00p 

25th:  Christmas Day Service—10:30 only 

26th&27th: Church Ofc Closed—New Year’s Holiday 

28th:   NO Choir Practice 

30th:  Church Ofc Closed—New Year’s Holiday 

31st:  New Years Eve 

Note:  Committee Mtg. time changes may not be reflected, 

above times are  based on a reoccurring schedule only.  

1st:   P/S Holiday — All  Saints Day                                                                           

   PW Council CM @ 10:00 (Lbry)      

3rd:  PW Fun & Games 10:00-noon (Lbry)                                    

6th:  Daylight Savings X Ends 

7th:  Outreach CM @ 6:30p (Lbry)        

   Worship CM @ 7:00p (CR) 

8th:  Presidential Election Day 2016                                

9th:  P/S Picture Retakes          

   $-P/S Chuck E Cheese Fundraiser 

10th:  White Tablecloth Dinner - Café East  

11th:   Veterans Day 

13th:  C/E Mtg after Worship 

14th:  P/S CM @ noon                                                                                                             

15th:  Grace Circle CM @ 9:30 (Lbry)      

   Lydia Circle Mtg @ 7:00p (Lbry)                                                                         

   Resource CM @ 7:00p (CR)    

16th:  P/S Pow-Wow 

17th:  PW Fun & Games 10:00-noon (Lbry) 

18th:  White Elephant Sale Set-up @ 1:00p 

19th:  White Elephant Sale 8:00—1:00p 

20th:    * Hanging of the Greens @ 5:00p 

21st:  P/S Holiday Week for Thanksgiving                                                                                         

   Confirmation Class meets  Session @ 7:00p (Lbry) 

24th    Happy Thanksgiving 

24th&25th: Church Ofc Closed—Thanksgiving Holiday 

27th:   1st Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 
Note:  Committee Mtg. time changes may not be reflected, 

above times are  based on a reoccurring schedule only.  
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